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The extreme drought that plagued a large section of central and northern Mexico earlier this year
continued to show its effects in several states through the late summer and early fall. The drought
has reduced yields in more than 500,000 hectares of corn, beans, and sorghum in eleven states this
year, the Confederacion Nacional Campesina (CNC) said in a report published in early October.
The CNC said the eleven states most affected by the drought are Aguascalientes, San Luis Potosi,
Coahuila, Chihuahua, Zacatecas, Durango, Puebla, Sinaloa, Sonora, Queretaro, and Guanajuato.
The CNC said this year's drought is the continuation of a prolonged dry spell that prevented
farmers from planting 6.2 million ha between 1996 and 1999. The government has not yet released
updated estimates of drought damage. But earlier this year, the Secretaria de Agricultura, Ganaderia
y Recursos Hidraulicos (SAGAR) warned that 1.5 million ha of cropland could be lost because of the
lingering dry conditions (see SourceMex, 2000-05-03).
The dry conditions, combined with above-normal temperatures, have also been responsible for
at least 8,500 fires in Mexico's forests and grasslands this year. "This is not as bad as 1998, but
still above the annual national average of 7,000 fires," said Environment, Natural Resources, and
Fisheries Secretary Julia Carabias. Forest fires devastated more than 500,000 ha of land throughout
Mexico in 1998 (see SourceMex, 1998-10-21).

Disasters declared in more than half of Mexican states
Drought and forest fires are among the contributing factors that led the Secretaria de Gobernacion
(SEGOB) to declare a state of disaster in more than half of Mexico's 31 states this year. Four states
Jalisco, Durango, Chihuahua, and Zacatecas have been declared disaster areas twice this year,
meaning they are eligible to request funds from the Fondo Nacional de Desastres Naturales
(FONDEN). The dry conditions have been of particular concern in the northern states of Tamaulipas
and Nuevo Leon, where El Cuchillo, Rodrigo Gomez, and Cerro Prieto reservoirs have fallen to
dangerously low levels.
"We are in the midst of a crisis," said Jesus Hinojosa Tijerina, director of water and drainage services
for the city government of Monterrey, in mid-September. Because of the drought, Monterrey
imposed water- conservation measures, including a reduction in the hours when water is provided
to residents.
In neighboring Tamaulipas state, authorities announced tight restrictions on irrigation, prompting
producers to warn of the possible loss of 300,000 ha of crops in northern and central areas of
the state. "If the situation does not change soon, we will face a real emergency at the start of the
planting season in 2001," said Eduardo Espronceda Galindo, president of the Federacion Estatal de
Propietarios Rurales.
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Water levels at El Cuchillo, Rodrigo Gomez, and Cerro Prieto reservoirs were replenished slightly
with the heavy rains brought by Hurricane Keith in early October. But the hurricane created other
problems, such as flooding, mud slides, and the loss of electrical power and other services in the
Tamaulipas cities of Tampico, Ciudad Madero, and Altamira.
Drought conditions have also been severe in northwestern Mexico. In Baja California Sur state,
authorities considered a plan to haul water across the Gulf of California from the neighboring
states of Nayarit and Sinaloa. Severe drought conditions have also been reported in parts of Baja
California and Sonora states.
The prolonged drought conditions in northern and central Mexico have raised some concerns about
a lack of resources to meet the needs of the population. President Ernesto Zedillo's administration
allocated 4.8 billion pesos (US$506 million) for FONDEN this fiscal year. But some legislators and
agricultural organizations say this amount is insufficient, since the program is also used to assist
victims of flooding and other disasters not related to drought.
"Drought conditions have the greatest impact on the poorest segments of the population," said CNC
leader Heladio Ramirez Lopez. He pointed out that the lack of government assistance has forced
many impoverished rural residents to flee to the cities or emigrate to the US. [Note: Peso-dollar
conversions in this article are based on the Interbank rate in effect on Oct. 11, reported at 9.48 pesos
per US$1.00] (Sources: La Jornada, 05/22/00, 06/09/00; Milenio, 09/25/00; Excelsior, 08/09/00, 09/20/00;
El Economista, 10/02/00; El Financiero, 06/29/00, 10/04/00; Novedades, 05/18/00, 10/06/00; Notimex,
09/24/00, 09/28/00, 09/29/00, 10/03/00, 10/09/00)

-- End --

©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute
All rights reserved.

Page 2 of 2

